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Putting images in posts and replies 
 

Preparing the image file 
 

In order to size your images or change their file types or .JPG quality, you will require 
photo editing software.  Infranview is a freeware photo editor for PC users that can both convert 
and resize images.  If you have a Mac or are an advanced PC user, a professional level freeware 
called GIMP is available. 

First, use your photo editing software to size and save your image either as a .GIF or .JPG 
file.  Uncompressed formats, such as .TIFF, are larger and require more time to load and view.  
The Shooter’s Forum limits you to 100K per image, and uncompressed format images this size 
will often appear small.  While .PNG and some newer formats are increasingly common, limiting 
yourself to .GIF and .JPG ensures universal compatibility.  In general, .GIF file images are 
sharper and better for line drawings and illustrations, while .JPG files are softer, but avoid edge 
pixilation and color contours and so are better for photograph.  

Keep in mind that some people work at low screen resolutions.  Try to limit horizontal 
image size to 800 pixels and vertical image size to 600 pixels. Some forums require this upper 
size limit, so it is a good habit to use it all the time. Limiting the size of the image and sticking to 
the file types mentioned keeps total image file size small.  Some 800x600 photos can exceed the 
100K limit, so check your file size and, if necessary, reduce it either by resizing to fewer pixels, 
or, with .JPG, you have the option of reducing the quality setting to reduce file size, as you prefer. 
 
 
Putting the image where it belongs 
 

Once the image file is the right type and size, it needs to be uploaded.  There are two 
methods of doing this on the Shooter’s Forum.  One is to employ the forum’s attachment upload 
and management feature.  This results in an HTML thumbnail image appearing at the end of 
your post.  The thumbnail links to a full-size image, and readers click on the thumbnail to see it. 
 Start a post or reply.  In the composing window, click on the Manage Attachments link: 
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The attachment window will appear.  Follow the prompts and click the Browse (or 
Choose, on some systems) button to browse to and select the file you want to add.  Then add it 
by clicking the Add This File button.  You now must wait for the file to finish uploading before 
you press the All Done button, or you will abort the upload.  When complete, the uploaded 
filename is listed in the large window under the All Done button. 
 

 
 
You may also load multiple files before pressing All Done.  Simply click the Browse button after 
the first upload completes and the filename appears.  Select the next file and click on Add This 
File, then wait for it to complete uploading.  Repeat until all the attachments you want are listed 
in the big window. 
 

 
 
Note that you now have the opportunity to change your mind and remove one of the files.  You 
may also do this in an edit of your post.  Save your post or reply.  You have done it! 
 
 
Putting full size images directly in the post wherever you choose 
 

To use a method that inserts full size images in posts, begin by "hosting" the image on a 
server that stores it and provides a Universal Resource Locator (URL) address for finding it.  
Next, reference this URL in your post by putting it between image address start and stop flags 
called tags.  Type: "[IMG][/IMG]", then put the URL between the inner pair of brackets. 
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For example:   
 

[IMG]http://www.imageurl.com[/IMG] 
 

Note that "IMG" is not case sensitive, so "img" works fine.  You do need to include the “http://” 
part. 

If you have your own web site, you can host the image there by putting the image in a file 
directory on the site and copying the URL for that file location into the space between the IMG 
start and stop tags. 

 
[img]http://www.yourwebsite.com/imagefil...rname/imagename)[/img] 

 
If you don't maintain a web site, use a free hosting service, like Image Shack:  

http://www.imageshack.us/ 
Here's how to use it:  Click the link above.  You will get a screen like the one the next 

page.  Again you will see a Browse button.  Click on it and navigate to the image file on your 
computer.  Select the image file by clicking on it.  Then click on the button that says; “host it!” 
 

 
 
The next screen you get will look like this: 
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Select the bottom line. You can do this by clicking-and-dragging over its text, or simply 
click once anywhere inside that address line, and it will be selected (highlighted). Keeping the 
cursor over it, right click and in the resulting fly-out menu, click "Copy". This puts the address in 
your clipboard. Or use the shortcut key combination for copying (Ctrl + Insert). (This assumes 
you are using Windows; I’ve never used an Apple, so I don’t know how it’s copying works?) 

Now go paste the clipboard content in between the inside bracket pair of the image tags. 
[IMG]paste URL here[/IMG].  You can also paste it temporarily into notepad to save it, or any 
other text-containing file you want to keep it until you put it into your post. In Windows, pasting 
starts by clicking to put the cursor between the bracket pairs. Then right-click to get the fly-out 
menu to select "Paste".  Or else, use the keyboard pasting shortcut (Shift + Insert). 
 
This may seem a little complicated at first, but if you put Image Shack in your bookmarks and 
try it a few times, it is easy.  Have fun! 


