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May it please the court,  I offer this document and exhibits as a supplement and 
amendment to my original objection already filed in this case.

Rebuttal to plaintiffs claims:    Reiteration of qualifications

By definition, a gunsmith is a mechanic.  A gunmaker is a craftsman.  There 
are no 'college degrees' for these trades and there are very few schools that 
teach either subject.  Much of the study is by hands-on experience and 
tutoring to develop the mechanical memory needed to compare what is 
'wrong' with what is 'right' about a mechanism, understanding how the 
difference affects performance, and how to restore what is broken or worn 
with a re-built or replacement part. 
    
I am a gunsmith and I am a gunmaker, and I have taught both subjects to 
others.  By my rough calculations, I inspected more than 20,000 triggers 
before my first day of gunsmithing school.  The number has vastly increased 
since then.
 Wear patterns in firearms tell the gunsmith how a gun operates and usually, 
how it will eventually fail. I am an expert in analyzing failure patterns and 
have an extraordinary memory for mechanical detail.

I have never claimed to be, nor have I ever had the desire to be an engineer, 
metallurgist or any kind of researcher or scientist.  My field of expertise is in 
gunsmithing, gun design, gun history, rebuilding guns and designing and 
building my own fine guns for discriminating shooters and collectors around 
the world.  My knowledge and experience has been recognized by multiple 
sporting publications, and by the NRA which hired me to teach two 
gunmaking classes to a group of international students.  I'm a certified and 
experienced teacher of all gunsmithing disciplines through my tenure as 
instructor at Colorado School of Trades.



I have written and published a peer-reviewed book on the subject of firearms 
design, function and failure analysis from the perspective of a gunsmith, 
firearms expert witness, and lover of firearms of all kinds. I wrote it for 
gunsmiths but it's been well received by sportsmen and academics alike.1 I 
enjoy teaching others what I've learned through 56 years of hands on 
experience and training by the U.S. Army, Colorado School of Trades, and 
the voracious reading of publications, patents, investigations, and books of 
truly momentous numbers (I set a record at the Camp St. Barbara, Korea 
library for books and papers checked out during my tour of duty there.)  My 
personal ' testing' of rifle design and functions started as a teenager and it 
hasn't stopped yet.

The knowledge and teaching ability I've gained in metallurgy, engineering 
and manufacturing come primarily from personal study of those subjects as 
needed for the multiple jobs I've held but often it's just natural curiosity.  I've 
gained relevant experience and knowledge from numerous jobs as a 
gunsmith, law enforcement officer, instructor of gunsmithing students, 
custom knife maker, welding alloy technician, steel alloy salesman, and I've 
analyzed failures as a machinist, welder, repairman of multiple machines and 
maker of machine tools, fixtures, jigs and developer of multiple mechanisms 
including US Patent  # 6119387.  I can see a worn or broken part in a gun and
know how it failed to do its job.  It is speculation on my part as a non-
scientist as to the exact technical reasons why that part failed as a materials 
failure scientist would, but I am very much qualified to say it did fail and that
it shouldn't have failed based on my training, education and experience as a 
gunsmith.

Objections as to suitability of the XMP as replacement to the Walker
trigger.

I am forced to continue my objection to the XMP trigger as a suitable Walker 
replacement for these reasons:

1) I have not yet seen an adequate explanation from Remington or anyone else as to 
exactly why the triggers I have observed in my business as gunsmith have shown 
unexplained, premature breakage and wear.  Triggers don't usually show excessive

1 “Unsafe by Design- Forensic Gunsmithing and Accident Investigations” prior exhibit



wear. Only one commercial firearm is known to have a 'soft trigger' that shows 
excessive wear, but only after many thousands of rounds are fired. 2

2) Plaintiffs attorneys have stated to me that up to 30% of  XMP triggers returned to 
the factory under the current 'excess goo' recall are "faulty to the point of not 
being repairable."  As far as I know, those triggers found defective by the factory 
still haven't been examined or analyzed, nor has proper notice been given to 
owners of such triggers that they are failing in ways other than those that 
precipitated the recall. There are obviously many defective triggers being returned
for a reason other than excess adhesive.

3) Customers are complaining of terrible XMP replacement triggers and are 
scrapping them in favor of aftermarket replacements.  It does no good to have a 
safe replacement trigger if it doesn't perform well enough for shooters to actually 
use it.

4) When faced with the choice of a 'sloppy' feeling XMP trigger or a 'crisp' feeling 
Walker trigger that has never given the owner any reason to doubt it, the customer
is voting by his inaction to keep the dangerous Walker trigger rather than risk 
getting a replacement trigger not suitable for his needs.  The bad reputation being 
garnered by the XMP acts to suppress Pollard participation.

Continuing objections on basis of Fairness

The proposed Pollard settlement is unfair to class members because:

1) The Pollard proposal leaves out of the settlement the owners of the most 
dangerous of all the Walker triggers.  The Models 721, 722, 725, 720, 600, 660, 
XP-100, and several 600 series Mohawk models all use a Walker trigger made 
with a folded sheet metal housing, and many also have dual sears.  These triggers 
are SO bad, the first two hundred of them released as 'test' triggers in 1946 
showed failures so severe that Mr. Walker himself wrote a memo describing the 
failures and the fix for it in early 1947.3

2) It is unfair of the Court to ask Remington rifle owners to take the word of lawyers 
in regards to their guns.  In my experience there are three groups of people that 
gun owners are conditioned to distrust---Politicians, Reporters and Lawyers.  
Remington reinforced that distrust themselves in several previous 'efforts' to right 
their multiple wrongs.  They continue to this day to lie to reporters and thus 
propagate falsehoods and suppress the truth of the Walker design defects through 
the press, and blame lawyers for their own failures to build a safe trigger.

3) It is unfair to expect millions of customers that are generally pleased with their 
purchase to accept the word of lawyers so inept and gun-ignorant as to publish 

2 Winchester Model 1912 and M12
3 Walker's memo dated early March 1947 has been 'lost' since its discovery in the 'Aleksich supplemental' documents of 

1994.



incorrect portrayals of the gun mechanism at issue on the internet in an effort to 
collect details about firearms ownership for which they have no need or right.  4

4) It is unfair to ask rifle owners to ship away their guns for repair when a multitude 
of  gunsmiths are qualified and ready to do the job locally. 

5) It is unfair to require the owner of a Walker trigger to accept another Remington 
made trigger when better triggers are available as aftermarket replacements at 
about the same cost to Remington.

An additional objection on the basis of Fairness

It is also unfair to require Remington Arms company to replace Walker triggers with 
new XMP triggers when a proven repair of the Walker has been viable for more than 40 
years for less than 10% of the expense of replacement.  When the cost of repair is so 
much lower than the cost of replacement, especially given the doubts about the quality 
of the replacement trigger, it seems sensible to offer a repair of the old mechanism rather
than replacing it.

Arguments for repair of the Walker

A properly repaired Walker trigger is mechanically sound and effectively negates all that
is bad about the Walker (the trigger 'connector') but keeps the excellent metallurgical 
qualities and proven durability of the trigger and sear overlap. The process is cheap, 
easy, effective and easy to accomplish by transferal of small parts instead of whole rifles
in the mail.
 The repair process uses all the original parts and adjustments and less than a penny's 
worth of adhesive.

The much needed alteration of the bolt locking (pre-'82) safety levers and replacement 
of two piece sears could be done at the same time by the same gunsmith.
 Remington should do the repair of the trigger and connector because precision grinding 
is required to produce a safe trigger.  It is not a do-it-yourself job unless repaired parts 
are supplied.  See exhibit attached5

Continuing objection for deficiency of notice

On September 21, 2015  I sent an email to remington@angeiongroup.com under the 
subject heading:  Misleading picture

4 http://remingtonfirearmsclassactionsettlement.com/
5 Process and instructions are posted online at Academia.edu and attached here as an exhibit.



Sir--

It is a fact that about 98% of Walker triggers are colored BLACK.  Your 
depiction of a Walker trigger as seen here 
http://remingtonfirearmsclassactionsettlement.com/settlement/triggerSelect 
is misleading at best and generates tremendous confusion.  It should be 
corrected as soon as possible.

                                 Jack Belk

There is no safe direction to point an unsafe gun.
HJB 1993

As of this date in early November, 2016 the inaccurate picture is still on the web page 
and no response to my notice of very serious error has been received. After more than a 
year of looking, I still haven't located any picture, publication, illustration or personal 
witness to a Remington Model 700 with a silver Walker trigger shoe and a black trigger 
guard.  Angeion group has been advertising through bad illustrations for rifles that don't 
exist.

There are no 'wall notices' posted at any retail dealer I've visited. No store clerk, 
manager or owner has yet to be able to explain any provision of, or the existence of, the 
Pollard case.  I've asked friends to visit their local gun dealers around the country to 
inquire.  None have reported salesmen, managers or owners of multiple shops visited as 
ever having heard of the Pollard settlement or what it means to them or their customers.  
Several sales people have knowledge of the XMP recall and know of the M51 'disaster', 
but nothing concerning the Walker trigger replacement program.

There is total confusion on internet discussion groups that regularly have long threads on
Remington Walker triggers and what it means to shooters. Between the recalls of the 
Model 600, the advisory of a bad safety on the pre-82 rifles, and the sudden and well 
publicized recall of the early XMP triggers, along with the dual recall of M51 pistols and
a pump shotgun, the confusion is near complete and in my opinion, that confusion is by 
design.  The reaction to a comment about a replacement or recall of the Walker is 
usually dismissed as "another Remington deal, who knows."

Public perception is a reality

Remington's customers are their best defenders against what is perceived to be 
harassment of Remington by plaintiffs lawyers.  The common perception is that the 
company pays just to get anti-gun lawyers off their backs.  The decades of non-
disclosure agreements and sealed records have allowed Remington to keep up the 
illusion of being a victim while being guilty of producing a defective product and 



purposefully obfuscating the truth and lying about the probable cause of many, many 
thousands of failures.

When Remington's own engineers acknowledged the failures in Walker triggers, as 
shown by internal documents now open for public review, the company buried those 
memos and recommendations in order to keep up production.  They lied about those 
reported failures, even in their own test jacks, to the press and to their customers. 
“Unable to duplicate customer's complaint” was used as an 'explanation' instead of the 
simple process of looking at what part inside the trigger could cause the failure and 
adapt a design to fix it.  Literally thousands of customers complained in writing of their 
gun firing without the trigger being pulled.  Those letters were answered with “Unable 
to duplicate customer's complaint” or a variation thereof.  "You must have pulled the 
trigger" was implied.  The myth of the infallible gun was being perpetuated by the 
manufacturer of obviously defective guns. 

Complaints of Walker trigger failures have been legion since 1947 and continue to this 
day.  Thousands upon thousands of written complaints are answered with a denial of 
responsibility due to their claimed inability to duplicate the complaint by Remington's 
service department.

It must be noted that the process followed by Remington's service department is exactly 
opposite the practice of a gunsmith.  The gunsmith takes his customer's word for his 
complaint and using the evidence attained by pertinent questions of the customer and 
close examination of the gun determines the cause of the failure and corrects it.  That 
was exactly the process I followed in 1969 when confronted with a Walker trigger that 
was said to have shot a man. I found the defect, developed and tested a repair and then 
reported my findings to Remington's representatives at the NRA show.

Remington defective triggers not constrained to Walkers

Remington re-designed their auto shotguns during the same time the Model 721 came to 
market with the defective Walker trigger.  The new auto shotgun trigger was adapted for 
use in pump shotguns, auto and pump centerfire rifles, and rimfire rifles.  The design of 
those triggers is also defective and has caused multiple deaths and injuries.

When Remington engineers first recognized the failures in what is now known as the 
Remington Common Fire Control, which deleted safety features as a money saving 
device, they drilled a hole to drain out the trash that naturally collects in critical spaces.  
They recognized the propensity for debris to cause failures in those triggers but lied to 
the press and their customers when they were said to fire without a pull of the trigger, 
even when ON safe. “Could not duplicate customer's complaint” is used by customer 



service with those triggers just as the Walker. Remington continues to deny the defects 
in the common fire control trigger mechanism to the press, to the courts, and to their 
customers to this very day. 6

Your honor, I continue my call for Remington to perform the recall if there is to be one.  
If it's good enough for Samsung and VW and every other company with defective 
products, why is Remington allowed to hide behind dim, foggy, inaccurate and designed 
to ultimately fail 'notices'?  It is ineffective and actually, through the confusion caused, is
counter-productive.

It is my opinion and belief that at least 90% of the Pollard class could be notified in less 
than one year by the simple expedient of Remington telling the public and the press the 
truth of  their defective triggers  just as they tout a new model of gun.  If the same 
energy, imagination, creativity and money were spent in telling of the defects in 
Remington's post-war guns as is spent in promoting a new gun, the Pollard class would 
be notified very quickly.

Further indications of Pollard participation suppression

I come before the court as an unpaid, harassed and intimidated expert witness.  I've been
cursed, fired, offered a bribe, subpoenaed, and forced to give testimony designed to 
bring impeachment on myself.  I was forced to give up inventory and work products 
from my shop during the very busiest time of year without compensation but for 
mileage.  Other gunsmiths have noticed such things that are occurring at the same time 
they're being told by Remington representatives that Pollard is "just another lawyer 
thing."  

From  my very first deposition for Remington attorneys, I've not been viewed as a 
source of knowledge or expertise, but as an adversary to be destroyed if possible.  I've 
suffered internet trolls, private investigators following me around, and my business has 
been effectively ruined by Remington's employees, agents and others.   No other gun 
company in my experience has ever exhibited similar behavior.  I share gun knowledge 
with both sides of the legal spectrum and have no axes to grind.   I know a lot of 
gunsmiths all over the country and they know what happened to me when I helped a 
lawyer figure out the mechanics of a Model 700 Remington Walker trigger.  They are 
naturally hesitant to follow my lead though many are qualified to do so.

6 Tate v Wisconsin and Bertram v. S. Dakota



Rumors of notices

It has been reported to me there are radio advertisements, “something about Remington”
is all I've heard and several have reported the ads are 'offensive'.  I still haven't heard one
of those advertisements and don't know what is said or if it even concerns Pollard. 

Although I spend literally hours on line by computer, (I have no TV or radio) I have 
never seen a banner ad or pop-up on any internet site concerning Remington, Pollard or 
any recall or advisory.  If I weren't part of the Pollard case, I would have not yet have 
heard of it.... and I'm in the gun business and communicate with gun people every day.

The most dangerous of all Walkers

A simple search of online listing of guns for sale shows that the most dangerous of  all 
the Walker triggers is being sold by individuals and some major retailers that are 
absolutely certain to know better.  As of November 7, 2016 on only one web site are 
listed twenty-four Remington Model 600/660 rifles for sale.  Five of those are for sale at
Cabela's stores in several states.  Cabela's and Remington Arms shared a chief executive 
just recently.  If suppression of notice is not at play, how is it that these guns -- the very 
same rifles that were found in a Texas warehouse to be 53% defective -- are still being 
offered for sale? The Model 600 and 660 are still under recall, but somehow the public 
and possibly even the ex-president of Remington don't know anything about it. How is 
that possible?

The fact is that the 'repair' of the Model 600/660 rifles was not at all a repair of the 
defect present in all Walker triggers.  The belief that a M600/660 returned from factory 
service is any safer than any other is unfounded. All Walker triggers have a defect that 
can exhibit a failure at any time, but failures are very rare in perfectly made Walker 
triggers.  The most dangerous Walkers also have manufacturing defects that make 
failures more likely.  Those triggers are NOT covered by the proposed Pollard settlement
and no effort to educate owners of those guns has been made.

In my opinion as a 'gun guy' looking in from the outside but with inside knowledge, the 
Pollard case is the perfect vehicle for 'clearing the air', telling the truth, and educating 
the public of a simple fact that is very important:  Guns are not infallible.  Some guns 
are flawed in ways that get people killed.  The vast majority of gun owners do not know 
that. How is that possible?



Public safety concerns

Pollard v. Remington is more than a class action. It's a case about public safety.  Buyers 
of Remington rifles are victims of fraud, that's true, but  everyone within about two 
miles of Walker triggered Remington rifles are the potential victim of death or injury 
caused by an unsafe rifle.  There is no safe direction to point an unsafe gun.

Conclusion

I continue to stand in opposition to the Pollard proposed settlement as set out above and 
in my original letter of objection filed in this case. I ask that my experience, education, 
and dedication to gun safety (no matter the maker) be taken into consideration in this 
case.  I also ask that my filings be entered as my testimony in the event I cannot travel to
the hearing in February to testify in person.  I am without council and on very limited 
and mostly fixed income , but my intention is to attend and testify in person.

                                   Signed  H.J. Belk Jr


